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Since our last Bulletin in December 2019, a great deal 

has happened, most significantly the world has 
experienced the COVID 19 pandemic. The Wellington 
RSA and its members have not been immune from the 
impact of COVID-19, with the Karori RSA and our city 
office closed down during the lock down period from 
late March to early June. All functions such as the 
monthly luncheons were subsequently cancelled. 

I am pleased to report that our welfare team of Michelle 
and Kay were able to maintain a semblance of 
normality, albeit working remotely from their homes. 
Members who were isolated from their families in rest 
homes, or in their homes, received regular welfare 
phone calls. 

Due to the lock down, no Poppy Day was held this year 
and while this has led to a significant loss of income 
(approximately $50,000 based on the average amount 
raised over the last five years), the WRSA has 
sufficient funds in our welfare trust to enable 
comprehensive welfare services to continue be 
delivered to members in the short term. 

Another fall out of the national lock down was being 
unable to hold public gatherings on ANZAC Day, 
which meant that the national and citizen services we 
are responsible for organising and attend; Pukeahu 
National War Memorial Park, Wellington Cenotaph, 
Karori, Brooklyn and Makara could not be held. Like 
many New Zealanders I stood with my family on the 
footpath outside my property at 6am to observe a few 
minutes silence, while listening to the National Radio 
ANZAC Day broadcast.  

  

 

It was great to observe many of my 
neighbours doing the same and it was 
particularly moving to hear a bugler in a 
nearby street perform the Last Post and 
Revile. Karori RSA President Bruce Johnston 
went one step further, by erecting a flagpole 
on his front lawn and holding a short mid-
morning ceremony, with many of his 
neighbours and Mayor, Andy Foster, 
attending (albeit following social distancing 
guidelines). Well done Bruce for finding a 
solution to commemorate ANZAC Day 
publicly, but in a safe manner.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the significant events that occurred 

during the lockdown, was when the 

Wellington RSA Life Member and World War 

Two Lancaster Bomber Command pilot, 

Bruce Cunningham, turned 100 years old on 

11 April. While his family could not join Bruce 

and celebrate this milestone at his Rita Angus 

Rest Home apartment in Kilbirnie. Always up 

with the play around new technology, Bruce 

spoke to Prime Minister, Jacinda Ardern, on 

zoom that day. 

 

 

Bruce Johnston and his ANZAC 

Day setup outside his Karori home 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, Bruce died less than two months later 
on the 15th of July. His was a life well lived. His funeral 
was held at St John’s Church on Willis St on the 11th 
of August and was well attended. There was 
representation from the seven organisations he was a 
Life Member of. I was honoured to deliver the RSA 
tribute and the Wellington Aero Club showed their 
respect by conducting a flyover. 

The decision to cancel the 104th WRSA AGM in mid-
July was not made lightly. While New Zealand had 
come out of lock down by June, the Executive took the 
view that the risk of holding a meeting with a 
predominantly “mature” membership, coupled with 
the emergence of community COVID 19 cases in 
Auckland, meant that we should err on the side of 
caution. The WRSA audited accounts were submitted 
to the Charity Commission and as my committee all 
agreed remain on the Executive, there was no 
requirement to hold an election. 

I am pleased to report that the WRSA, along with the 
Upper Hutt RSA and with financial support provided by 
several other Wellington RSA branches are raising the 
profile of the RSA at Trentham Camp. The main 
objective is to show that the RSA is relevant to current 
servicemen and women and also those that have 
discarded their uniforms, but continue to serve in the 
NZDF. Through Michelle, we are providing welfare and 
advocacy services. Our next target is those who work 
at Defence Headquarters in the city. We see this as an 
opportunity to increase our membership.  

 

One of our newest members, Rear Admiral 

(Retired) Jack Steer, ONZM, was elected as 

our District President at the August District 

AGM, held in Wanganui. This position 

provides the link between the President’s 

forum and RSA branches in the Wellington, 

West Coast, Taranaki. We wish Jack all the 

best in this important role.  

Looking ahead, I want to advertise a function 

to be held on Friday the 13th of November, to 

acknowledge Bruce Johnston’s 25 years as 

Karori RSA President. To the best of my 

knowledge, Bruce’s tenure is unprecedented 

in the history of the RSA. Letters of invitation 

have been sent out and I encourage as many 

of you as possible to attend. 

The Christmas lunch will be held in the 

James Cook Hotel on the Terrace on 

Wednesday the 25th November. Zenetta will 

send out the details in the next few weeks. I 

hope to see as many of you as possible 

attend.  

Regards, 

Theo Kuper 

LAST POST 

Since the last Bulletin was published, the 
following Wellington and Karori RSA 
members have either passed on or were not 
noted in the previous newsletter.  
 

• Joan Waugh, Returned Member, died   
29 August 2019 aged 97 

• Benjamin Edward Darrell, Returned 
Member, died 30 September 2019 aged 
85 

• Lysbeth Noble QSM, Service Member, 
died 25 November 2019 aged 93 

• Alan Jones, Returned Member, died 3 
December 2019, aged 81 

• Clive Gemmell Rae BEM, JP, Returned 
Member, died 9 January 2020 aged 89 

• Keith Hill Mitchell QSO, Returned 
Member, died 20 January 2020 aged 83 

• Colleen Esther Dick, Returned Widow, 
died 9 January 2020 aged 89 

• John Maybank, Returned Member, died 7 
February 2020 aged 97 

• John (Jack) Hugh Duggan, Returned 
Member, died 20 February 2020 aged 92 

• Stephanie Joan Shaw, Associate 
Member, died 26 March 2020 aged 95 

  
 

 

Bruce Cunningham and Prime Minister Jacinda 

Ardern become acquainted with one another   

on Zoom during Bruce’s 100th birthday 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEN QUESTIONS 
 

Charlie O’Donnell 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Q1: What are your earliest military 
memories? 
A: Marching up and down the football field 
while being part of the Wellington College 
Cadet Unit. 
Q2: When and why did you join the Air 
Force? 
It was in 1952 and the simple answer was 
that I wanted to fly. 
Q3: What was your personal military 
clothing/equipment like at the time of your 
enlistment? 
We had pretty rough uniforms which were 
hard and scratchy material. The singlet for 
example was made up of a variety of 
materials, which I simply cannot remember. 
As for equipment we had .303 rifles. 
Q4: What life skills did the RNZAF teach 
you? 
How to shoot, although I was pretty good at 
that anyway from my time in the school 
cadets. 
Q5: Can you remember any of your 
instructors/Commanders and if so what sort 
of people were they? 
They were fairly strict and they were honest. 
During my Basic training I came across one 
who was a bit of an idiot. Sometimes when 
we came in from the YMCA he would be 
found with his feet on the table. When the 
CMT guys moved out, he was given special 
leave as he would have been found out one 
way or another. 
Q6: What was the best piece of advice you 
ever received during your time in uniform? 
To be proud and look after yourself. 
Q7: Did you ever experience any 
embarrassing moments in the Air Force? 
Not really, but there were some funny 
moments as the CMT blokes and us were on 
two different levels. We sometimes got into 
some fights and one Sunday in the barrack 
block, the exit door got smashed, but we all 
got off on account of saying we were 
running to catch church transport.   
 
Another time one of the guys was known for 
not showering very often, resulting in him 
being forced to have one, causing the 
shower to get damaged.  
 

 

• Elliot Landall, Returned Member, died 1 April 

2020 aged 91 

• Reginald (Rex) Alfred Herbert Mansford, 

Returned Member, died 30 April 2020 aged 98 

• Christopher John (Stashchuk) Jasinski, 

Associate Member, died 6 June 2020 aged 88 

• Argyle Bruce Cunningham, Returned Member, 

died 15 July 2020 aged 100 

• Patricia Ann Sinclair, Associate Member, died 

18 August 2020 aged 80 

• John Christopher Williamson, Returned 

Member, died 11 September 2020, aged 97 

• Beverley (Bev) Margaret Heatherwick, Returned 

Widow, died 20 September 2020 aged 85 

 

 

 

 

 

  
WWII veteran: Reginald (Rex) Mansford 

  

Bruce Cunningham: WWII Lancaster pilot, 

POW, Wellington RSA Life Member, RSA 

Gold Star, Poppy Day collector for more 

than 60 years; 1959-80 WRSA Treasurer 

 

 

     Clive Rae, BEM          Chris Jasinski 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Being in  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clive Rae, BEM       Chris Jasinski  

Q8: What courses did you attend? 
They were all tied up with flying. We had to learn about 
engines, fuel systems, gunnery and also survival. That 
last one involved going out into the bush in covered 
trucks so we did not know where we were going. Once 
we arrived at our location we were told you have got a 
couple of days to get back to Taieri camp by means of 
our own devices. We were given very little information 
other than being told not to drink the local water 
because it was brackish. We had one person with us 
who was known as ‘Happy’ because of his totally 
opposite outlook. It affected him badly at the thought of 
this and at one stage chased someone with a machete. 
As for clothing, all we had to wear were these rough 
uniforms, so it did not matter whether or not they got 
torn. In the end we obviously got through it okay.  
Q9: Did any of your contemporaries become notable 
military names? 
One became Wing Commander Colin Rudd and also 
Arthur Henderson who became a future Squadron 
Leader.  
Q10: Lastly, do you have any personal regrets from the 
time you were in? 
No regrets as I enjoyed my two and a bit years. 
 

Robbie Robieson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Q1: What are your earliest military memories? 
Being in the school cadets at Wairarapa College, 
followed by CMT 
Q2: When and why did you join the Army? 
Because CMT was a Government requirement when you 
turned 18. I was at Linton Camp for 12 weeks in 1951. 
Q3: What was your personal military clothing/equipment 
like at the time of your enlistment? 
I did not like it, but it was wearable and something we 
had to wear as we were in khaki drill. Our canvas 
backpacks and web belts with brass buckles on it (which 
had to be polished) came a few weeks later. 
Q4: What life skills did the Army teach you? 
Nothing much that I did not already know. 
Q5: Can you remember any of your 
instructors/Commanders and if so what sort of people 
were they? 
They were always very serious in doing what they had 
to do and if it was not done correctly, we were penalised 
for it. An example of that was that if you had some leave 
coming up, you were then confined to barracks. It 
happened to me one time because I had a dirty hat 
badge, resulting in me not being able to go on three days 
leave. Today I wear a beret with a badge on it, but 
admittedly it has not seen any polish on it for about 60 
odd years, although it is not the original one.  

Q6: What was the best piece of advice you 
ever received during your time in uniform? 
If it was in a wartime situation, your rifle 
was your best friend. However, because I 
was in a rifle, I never needed one anyway. 
Q7: Did you have any embarrassing 
moments during your time in the military? 
Not that I can remember. 
Q8: What courses did you attend? 
How to learn to type on a typewriter. 
Q9: Did any of your contemporaries 
become notable military names? 
Not that I can recall except for a young 
Officer called Stewart who went on to 
become a Lieutenant Colonel. 
Q10: Lastly, do you have any personal 
regrets from the time you were in? 
I was not given a chance as my time was up 

and that was it. Most did 18 months, I did 

21.  

2020 ANZAC DAY IMAGES 

With New Zealand experiencing lockdown 

at the time of Anzac Day, the Prime Minister, 

told the country to stand outside their door 

at dawn to observe a minute’s silence, as 

well as to place poppies in their windows, 

which could be observed during daylight 

when people took in their daily walks. 

These are some of the displays      that were 

in homes around Karori. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RSA LUNCHEON IMAGES,  
AT THE FEATHERSTON 

13 OCTOBER 2020 

MICHELLE’S MESSAGE 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Well what a year we have had to date, the Covid 
pandemic certainly threw a spanner in the works.                 
The office was closed during level 3 and 4 of the                 
lock down; However, Zenetta and I were still able                    
to access the WRSA database and work from home,      
also checking any phone messages. We attempted                  
to reach everyone just before we went into level 4 
lockdown by the way of the newsletter (which was sent 
out via Email and in the post) outlining the support we 
could offer. During the lockdown, Kay, myself, and 
Glenda Ramsay from the executive committee kept in 
regular contact with members.           It was nice to hear 
so many of you had good support from family and 
neighbours. A special mention goes out to Kay, who 
ran errands for members and   assisted with medical 
appointments during this period. 

Prior to lockdown I had a few things planned to 
promote the WRSA, one was to attend a wellness expo 
at the Trentham Army camp and one at Defence house, 
sadly both were postponed due to Covid.         In early 
March I met with Mark Compain. Mark was previously 
in charge of welfare at RSA National  office. Mark is very 
keen to promote the RSA, and start engaging and 
attracting contemporary Vets, particularly those now 
working in NZDF, MPI,       Police, etc. Post lock-down 
Mark and I are keen to carry on with this idea 

I am still working at the Trentham Army camp once a 
fortnight to assist any NZDF staff, this is also another 
great way to promote the services of the RSA and the 
support It can offer. 

Since the 1st of July, you are now eligible to claim a                    
rates rebate for 2020-2021 year. Do not forget that those 
who served in the NZ Armed Forces could be eligible to 
obtain additional support under the Veterans 
Independence Programme, e.g House cleaning, lawn 
and garden maintenance, podiatry, medical alarms, and 
home help can be accessed for free if needed. Contact 
me, or Veterans Affairs, 0800-483-8372, for more 
information.  

Please also contact me if you have any questions about 
welfare matters, medical claims or have been impacted 
by Covid 19. Lastly, I look forward to seeing many of 
you at Christmas lunch. 

Michelle Tebbutt 

 

 

 

 

SMILES AT PUKEAHU 

 

KieranShanahan,GordonSutherland 

 

 

Carol and Patrick Toner 

Simon Stephens, Roland Sarten 

Chris Nevill of the Wellington RSA, 

meets New Zealand Prime Minister, 

Jacinda Ardern during the 70th 

Korean War commemorations at the 

Pukeahu National War Memorial in 

July.  

See the back page for another image 

from the commemoration.  

 

NZDF PHOTOGRAPH 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capitation: What does this go towards 
 

• Financial management of RNZRSA assets  

• Strategic direction for the RSA – environmental 
scan and situational analysis  

• Administration, facilitation and management of 
the RSA President’s Forum 

• RSA Club business insurance scheme through 
Marsh Insurance  

• CSC Buying Group offers  

• RSA Club Card. Free production of membership 
cards  

• National brand and management  

• Social media presence across multiple 
platforms  

• Media support – press releases and media 
management  

• PR issues/crisis management  

• RSA Review  

• Sports programme  

• Last Post  

• National website incl. Find an RSA and Find an 
Anzac Day service search functions 

• RSA App (available on iOS and Android 
Devices) – linked to RSA Membership Cards 

• BCW Newsletter 

• Basecamp portal with resources 

• Membership database statistics 

• National Poppy Appeal Campaign  

• Government funding application and 
management  

• Support Advisor network training and 
development  

• Support Services Strategy development and 
delivery  

• Support Services reference material (including 
webpages)  

• Support Services Committee – chairing and 
management  

• Provision of individual veteran advocacy and 
case management 

• Engagement with VA, NZDF, ASCN, No Duff, 
ACC, MoH, MSD, MCH and various academia, 
international partner organisations and health 
providers  

• Advocacy: credible and compelling 
submissions on health and wellbeing issues 
affecting current and former service personnel 
and their families  

• Support services to non-NZ residents  

• Delivery of major Support Services projects (eg 
PTSI Dog)  

• Providing expert knowledge and resources on 
veteran health and wellbeing issues  

• Development of national remembrance strategy  

• Forces gift parcels  

• Merchandise with associated revenue 
generation opportunities  
 

 

 

• Representation at national 
remembrance events  

• Promoting and coordinating 
remembrance activity around NZ 

• Advocacy on remembrance issues 
with other stakeholders  

• Annual National Council  

• Poppy Trust Toolkit  

• DIY Remembrance Toolkit  

• RSA Model rules  

• Positioning RSA into new and 
otherwise inaccessible markets and 
audiences  

• IP management and protection  

• Remembrance projects – WWII 
veterans’ portrait project, Anzac 
Salute  

• Representation on national level 
bodies including WW100, Pukeahu 
and Veterans’ Advisory Board  

 

 

 

 

 

WELLINGTON RAILWAY STATION 
WORLD WAR II HONOURS 

BOARD UNVEILING  

On 5 October, a small ceremony was 
conducted at the Wellington Railway Station, 
where a new World War two honours board 
was unveiled by the outgoing Minister of 
Defence, Ron Mark. This was before various 
dignitaries, including the Chief of the Army, 
Major General John Boswell. 

The board contains the 391 names who lost 
their lives during the war, from the 8200 New 
Zealand Railways staff that served in the 
armed forces during WWII. The District 
President, Rear Admiral (Retired) Jack Steer 
represented the Wellington RSA as the ode 
reader, while Carey Clements of the Karori 
RSA, acted as the New Zealand flag orderly.  

It took more than five years for two 
researchers to get all of the names for the 
board, which sits in the lobby to the right of 
the main entrance. Also, in the lobby is a 
second honours board, honouring the 450 
service personnel that made the supreme 
sacrifice during World War One. It was the 
highest loss of life suffered by any New 
Zealand employer during the Great War. 
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NEW MEMBERSHIP CARDS 

 

 
The Wellington RSA is delighted to announce the 
arrival of new membership cards from 2021. These are 
combined with the club card and if you go into the 
national office webpage, you will see the benefits and 
discounts it brings.  
 
As an RSA member you are issued a combined RSA 
Membership/Club Card which is arranged by the Office 
Administrator Zenetta Ganic at our local Wellington 
branch. With this card you are entitled to access a 
number of member benefits. Not only will you have 
exclusive RSA Membership offers and deals with our 
partners and sponsors, you will be supplemented by 
great discount offerings from our partner CSC Buying 
Group through RSA Perk and RSA Perk+.  
 
There are a few ways in which you can redeem these 
member benefits: 
- When in store, simply show your RSA Membership 
Card (Club Card) to the retailer to receive deals. 
- If a company has a Promotional or Discount Code, 
you may be able to access the discount by calling the 
relevant phone number, or using the CODE supplied 
on their online store.  
- You can access more deals, from the Perk section of 
the RSA App. This App is available on the App Store 
for Apple devices and on Google Play for Android 
devices. For information on Perk by CSC Buying 
Group, see below.  
 
Members without email, a list of stores providing  
discounts will be posted to you. 
 
NOTE: Please consult the details of each offer for any 
special Terms and Conditions that may apply. Some of 
the offers, such as offers accessed through CSC 
Buying Group are only available on the RSA App.   

 
 

 

The RSA will also be offering free 
membership for those who are aged 80 and 
over. However if you turn 80 in 2021 (ie you 
were born in 1941), membership will be free 
from 2022. 
 

EDITORIAL COMMENT 
 

EAST COAST RURAL RSA’S 
 

During my recent ten days of annual leave, I 
decided to go on a road trip up and around 
the east of the lower and middle North 
Island. While stopping at some small towns, 
I came across these lovely little East Coast 
RSA’s, who all hold their own special 
histories as a hub for the small communities 
they lie in.  
 
I therefore humbly suggest the next time you 
go into rural New Zealand to try and see if 
there are any RSA’s in that area and if they 
are to get along and meet the people who 
belong to them.  
 
Like all of us, they all have their own stories 
to tell and for those that served in the 
military especially, how it was like coming 
from a small community into a big 
organisation. Do try it. You won’t be 
disappointed.  
  
Carey Clements 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The tiny Waiapu RSA on the East Coast has 
strong links to the 28 Maori Battalion from 
WWII. The gumboots outside the entrance 
reflects its rural setting, while inside the 
members are very friendly and chatty. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELLINGTON RSA’S OFFICE 
 

The Wellington RSA Office is located at level 
9, Technology One House, 86 Victoria St, near 
Manners St. As you would expect by being on 
the ninth floor, the office has a stunning view.  

We encourage you to check it out. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEY CONTACT NUMBERS 
 

• Wellington President:  
Theo Kuper, 027 499 6618 

• Deputy President: Kevin Arlidge,                        
029 268 3509 

• Office Administrator:  
Zenetta Ganic, 385 1191 

• Support Advisor:  
Michelle Tebbutt, 385 1191 

• Karori RSA President:  
Bruce Johnston,  977 6007 

• Bulletin Editor:  
Carey Clements, 021 073 4133 

 

BRUCE’S BASH 
 

To celebrate the 25th anniversary since Bruce 
Johnston was first elected President of the 
Karori RSA, the Wellington RSA is inviting its 
members to attend a function inside the Karori 
clubrooms at 27A Campbell St, on Friday 
November 13, starting at 7.30pm. 
 
If you wish to attend this function, please  email 
the Karori RSA Secretary, Clint Libby               
cjlibby@xtra.co.nz or on 04 476 8576. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WRSA CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
 

Date: Wednesday at 12.00pm, November 25 
2020 
Venue: James Cook on the Terrace 
If you are able to attend please email 
Zenetta Ganic at zenetta@wrsa.org.nz or 
phone  04 385 1191 

 
 

K FORCE REMEMBERED – 
70 YEARS ON 

 

 

 
70 years since the Korean War began, a small 
ceremony was held in July at the Pukehau 
National War Memorial to commemorate the 
more than 6000 New Zealanders who served in 
Kay Force between 1950 and 1957.  
 
The ceremony was attended by ten veterans 
including local RSA members Chris Nevill, 
Robbie Robieson (both holding sticks) and 
Phil Wallace (far right). The outgoing Minister 
of Defence and Veterans’ Affairs   Ron Mark 
(third from the right) also attended along with 
the Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, South 
Korean Ambassador Sang-jin-Lee and the 
Chief of Defence, Air Marshal Kevin Short.  
 
During the three-year conflict, 45 New 
Zealanders made the supreme sacrifice, while 
a further 81 were wounded. 33 of those New 
Zealanders that died are buried in the United 
Nations cemetery at Busan, South Korea.  
 
It is believed that about 500 New Zealand 
Korean War veterans are alive in 2020.  

 

 

While on the East Coast, I also viewed other 
RSA’s including that at Te Araroa or Matakaoa 
RSA (its proper name). Situated about 10km 
inland from East Cape and is the first RSA in 
New Zealand to see the new sun each day. 

 

Some RSA’s such as Napier (top) still have 
old weapons displayed in glass cabinets.  
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